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How to Paint a  

Sloth (Part 1) 

 
Type: Real-Time 
Time: 1-Hour 
Medium: Acrylic 
Level: Advanced 
 
Canvas Prep: 
 

1. Paint canvas with one coat of Naples Yellow mixed with 
Titanium White. Apply loosely and on all sides. 

 
Section #1: Paint leaves into background. Create depth with Layering 
Technique. 

 
1. Mix Phthalocyanine Green with Grass Green. 
2. Using the edge of your flat brush, starting from the top left 

corner of your canvas (about ¼ inch in) create the leaf stem. 
3. Keep the line thin at the top and thicker towards the bottom. 
4. Add Naples Yellow to the green mixture.  
5. Use the sides and edge of your flat brush to create the leaf 

stem and width. 
6. Place leaves about 0.5-1 inch apart, rotating sides of stem. 
7. Keep leaves symmetrical as you climb down the stem. 
8. Artist Tip: If your brush is sticking to the canvas, let the 

background paint dry a little bit longer. 
9. Slowly increase the length of the leaves as you move down 

the stem. Keeping the width about the same. 
10. Therefore, don’t make the top leaves to long or wide. 
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11. Use the corner edge of your flat brush 
to create the leaf stem. 

12. Don’t worry if leaves look a little 
translucent. Paint all the leaves first, let 
them dry, then add a quick second coat. 

13. Continue adding leaves until you get about 1-inch from the 
bottom. 

14. And don’t forget to add a second coat to the leaves. 
15. Mix Naples Yellow into the green mixture, Phthalocyanine 

green with grass green. 
16. Using the edge of your flat brush, start from the center left 

hand side of your canvas. Create the second long stem. 
17. Drag your brush down about 1-inch from the center of the 

bottom.  
18. Add more Naples Yellow and Cadmium Yellow to the green 

mixture. 
19. Repeat the same steps, except make these leaves shorter. 
20. If leaves appear very translucent, add a little Titanium White. 
21. Add a second coat once leaves are dry. 
22. Repeat the same pattern where leaves rotate sides every 

0.5-1 inch down on stem. 
23. Mix up enough paint to apply two coats. 
24. Continue adding leaves until you get 1-inch from the bottom. 

 
Section Notes: Print out sloth traceable and reference photo for the next 
section. 
 
Section #2: Transfer Sloth Traceable. Paint the base coat of the tree 
branch. 
 

1. Refer to “How to Use Traceables” in the helpful links of the 
Resource Tab. 

2. Transfer sloth traceable to the center of the canvas. 
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3. Mix Burnt Sienna, Raw Sienna, and 
Titanium White. 

4. Apply to tree branch. 
 

Section Notes: Use painters tape to hold down transfer paper and 
traceable.  
 
Section #3: Paint the base coat of both sloths. 

 
1. Mix purple with the brown mixture. 
2. Apply to darkest areas of sloth. 
3. Artist Tip: Always apply base coat before adding the animals 

individual hair strands (fur). 
4. Mix Raw Sienna into purple mixture. Continue adding darkest 

layers. 
5. Mix Naples Yellow with Raw Sienna. Apply to claws. 
6. Mix Naples Yellow, Raw Sienna, and Titanium White and add to 

both faces. 
7. Apply second coat to the claws and face. 
8. Mix Ultramarine Blue, Raw Sienna, and Titanium White. Apply 

to nose, lips, and chin. 
 

Section Notes: Paint around nostrils when painting face. 
 
Section #4: Create eyes, nose, and lips. 

 
1. Artist Tip: Micro detail brushes are worth the monty. Take care 

of them because they’re very fragile. 
2. Mix Titanium White with Mars Black. Create eyes. 
3. Use straight Mars Black to fill in nostrils and create mama’s 

smile. 
 

Section Notes: Wash out micro brush often to keep bristle strokes thin.;[‘l, 
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Section #5: Paint the fur. 

 
1. Mix Raw Sienna, Burnt Sienna, and 

Titanium White. 
2. Create enough to cover both sloth body’s with first layer of fur. 
3. Artist Tip for Animal Fur: Apply only a very small amount of 

paint on the tip of a micro brush. Layer hair strands closely, but 
still leave some of the base color exposed. Keep hair length 
about the same in any one area. When applying the first layer 
of fur, the color should be lighter than the dark tone, but darker 
than the final highlights on fur. Follow the same direction of fur 
as shown in reference photo. 

4. Wash out brush often when painting fur, especially when using 
a micro detail brush. 

5. Paint hair strands overtop edge of initial sketch AND into the 
background. 

6. Don’t paint fur over forehead. 
7. When painting the limbs, keep strands short and following the 

correct direction. 
8. Leave the darkest outline exposed. Paint fur strands around 

outline. 
9. Artist Tip: Leave yourself what I call “indicators,” - Lines or 

shapes to help you remember a change of color, direction, or 
image separation. 

10. Keep raccoon like markings on sloth’s face dark purple. DO 
NOT add any fur overtop. 

11. Add fur below blue chin. Keep hair strands short. 
 
Section Notes: Look at mistakes as an “education”, not as a “failure.” You 
have only failed if you give up! NEVER give up. 
 
END OF PART 1 
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We have reached the end of Part 1. At your 
convenience move to Part 2 of the Sloth Tutorials. 
Just note that all the colors used in Part 1 will be used 
in Part 2. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Need Help? 
 
If you would like feedback, advice, and/or would like to share your work 
with me, go right ahead! My email is linked below. 
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How to Paint a Sloth  

(Part 1) 
 
Materials List: Note that the same colors used in Part 1 will be used in 
Part 2. No additional. 
 

A. Acrylic Paint 
a. Naples Yellow 
b. Titanium White 
c. Grass Green 
d. Phthalocyanine Green 
e. Ultramarine Blue 
f. Mars Black 
g. Raw Sienna 
h. Burnt Sienna 
i. Violet 
j. Yellow 

 
B. Paint Brushes 

a. Micro round detail brush 
b. Small detail brush 
c. Medium and/or small flat brush 

 
C. Canvas 

a. 8” x 10” or 11” x 14” inch canvas. 
 

D. Other Supplies: 
a. Plastic cup or glass jar of water 
b. Paint pallette 
c. Paper Towel or cloth 
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