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How to Paint an 

Abstract Flamingo 

(Part 1) 

 
Type: Real-Time 
Time: 30-Min 
Medium: Acrylic 
Level: Beginner - Intermediate 
 
Canvas Prep: 
 

1. Paint canvas with 1-2 coats of Light Blue Permanent, Aqua 
Green, and Titanium White. 

 
Section #1: Paint the background leaves. Get inspiration from the Leaf Art. 

 
1. “Leaf Art” link beneath this video in the Masterclass Tutorial 

Library, will hopefully give you some inspiration for this painting. 
2. Mix Aqua Green, Grass Green, and Phthalocyanine Green. 
3. Using a medium round brush. 
4. Place the tip of your brush in the center of canvas and drag up 

towards the upper right corner. 
5. Create two concave arches about 1.5 inches down from the 

stem.  
6. Bring the end of both arches down to create a “peach-heart” 

like leaf. 
7. Create symmetrical openings on both sides of the leaf. 
8. Repeat the same shape down the stem, but reduce the size 

each time. 
9. Fill in leaf with the same green mixture. 
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10. Repeat the same steps, except create 
a leaf in the opposite corner facing the 
opposite direction. 

11. Make your life easier by turning your 
canvas upside down. 
 

Section Notes: Print out flamingo reference photo. 
 
Section #2: Paint or sketch flamingo into the foreground. 
 

1. Mix Cadmium Red with Titanium White. Mix enough for entire 
bird. 

2. Artist Tip: To prevent paint looking translucent, add in a tiny bit 
of Titanium White. You don’t need much. 

3. Using the tip of your round brush, create a swirly circle in the 
center. Swirl your way out until the circle is about 1-2 inches 
from both sides of the canvas. 

4. In the upper left corner, add a small oval about 1-inch from 
circular body. 

5. Create line from top back of head, and curve down around to 
create an “S” for the neck. Make sure the line is on the inside 
of the body (not the outside). 

6. Create a second line from the bottom back of head, drag that 
line around the same “S” shape, keeping an even width 
between both lines, until you get to the bottom. 

7. Use that same reddish pink mixture to fill in neck. 
8. Starting from the top front of the head, create the top of a 

triangle. Close the triangle by creating another line up towards 
center of beak, then curved in towards bottom of front of head. 

9. Expand left part of the body where we will add feathers. 
10. Choose any side and add a triangle shaped tail about 1-inch 

from the bottom. 
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11. Create one block (top of leg) at a time, 
placing the back leg higher than front leg. 

12. Press down using width of round brush 
to create skinny legs. 

13. Create a “V” in the center front of head. 
14. Fill in the entire back of the head. 
15. Make the head and neck in proportion by adjusting the size 

and/or length if need be. 
16. Mix Cadmium Red with Permanent Rose. 
17. Using the tip of round brush, curve feathers around top of 

body in towards neck. 
18. Cover up sketch as you paint. 

 
END OF PART 1 
 
We have reached the end of Part 1. At your convenience move to Part 2 of 
the Abstract Flamingo. 
 

 

 

 

 

Need Help? 
 
If you would like feedback, advice, and/or would like to share your work 
with me, go right ahead! My email is linked below. 
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How to Paint an  

Abstract Flamingo 

(Part 1) 
 
Materials List: 
 

A. Acrylic Paint 
a. Titanium White 
b. Aqua Green 
c. Light Blue Permanent 
d. Cadmium Red 
e. Orange 
f. Phthalocyanine Green 
g. Grass Green 
h. Permanent Rose 
i. Portrait Pink 
j. Metallic Gold (Jacquard Premiere Metallic Gold) 

 
B. Paint Brushes 

a. Medium round brush 
b. Medium and/or small flat brush 
c. Small detail brush 

 
C. Canvas 

a. 8” x 10” or 11” x 14” inch canvas. 
 

D. Other Supplies: 
a. Plastic cup or glass jar of water 
b. Paint pallette 
c. Paper Towel or cloth 
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