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How to Paint an  

Abstract Wolf 

 
Type: Real-Time 
Time: 1.5-Hours 
Medium: Acrylic 
Level: Intermediate 
 
Canvas Prep: 
 

1. Paint the canvas with 1-2 coats of black acrylic paint. 
 
Section #1: Learning how to draw animal portrait with paint. 
 

1. With Titanium White, using a small flat brush, paint a cross in 
the direct center of the canvas. 

2. At the bottom of the cross, paint a rounded triangle for the 
nose. 

3. Paint symmetrical almond shaped eyes on the end of each 
cross arm. 

4. Using the edge of your flat brush, create two symmetrical lines 
to represent the snout and jaw. 

5. Add a small, thin curved line for the chin below the snout. 
6. Lay down two lines to represent the bottom of the ears and the 

start of the forehead, about two inches from the eyes. 
7. Define both ears with six lines, one line in the center, followed 

by two lines on both sides. 
8. Apply two curved lines in the center of both eyes for the 

pupils. 
9. Followed by two jagged lines on both sides of the face below 

the eyes. 
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10. Expand the size of the nose and front 
lip so that it fits between the two jaw lines 
we just made. 

11. Create two wide symmetrical lines on 
both sides of the snout. 

12. Paint two curved eyebrows and circles for pupils as evenly 
as you can. 

13. Create two lines coming out from the corner of both eyes 
and curve it down towards the bottom of the snout. 

14. Create an open triangle in the direct center of the forehead 
that comes down between the eyes. 

15. Optional: Create long hair pointing down towards the side of 
the jaw. 

 
Section Notes: Definitely utilize pause and play button for this section. It is 
very detailed and will take some time. 
 
Section #2: Apply first layer of dark hair around face.  
Goal: Cover up white sketch. 
 

1. Mix up medium grey using Mars Black and Titanium White to 
create the first layer of hair. 

2. Focus on making the face as symmetrical as you can. 
3. Fill in bridge of snout using this medium grey. 
4. Mix up enough medium grey to apply to large sections of the 

face. 
5. Start creating hair-like strokes overtop the white sketch. 
6. Apply below snout, forehead, and around ears in this manner. 
7. Artist Mistake: Don’t apply grey to open triangle on forehead. 

Bypass this step and continue on bridge of nose. 
8. Mix up dark grey to outline eyes and frame hair around eyes. 
9. Use straight Mars Black to get rid of leftover white from our 

paint sketch. 

www.laurenelizabethfineart.com | rose@laurenelizabethfineart.com 

http://www.laurenelizabethfineart.com/
mailto:rose@laurenelizabethfineart.com


Mixed Media Wildlife | Class Notes & Materials 

 
Section #3: Begin adding vibrant colors to the fur coat. 
Paint the base coat of both eyes. 

 
1. Mix Raw Sienna with a little Titanium White and Mars Black. 
2. Apply a very thin layer overtop dark grey areas. Watch me 

demonstrate. 
3. Artist Tip: When painting shorter fur, stack them as closely as 

possible, while keeping them the same height. 
4. Brighten up brownish grey by adding a little Titanium White. 
5. Apply brownish grey under both eyes and around ears. 
6. Mix Burnt Sienna with a little Titanium White to the upper left 

and lower right side of the face. Watch my placement. 
7. Wherever you see the white paint sketch, use black to paint 

overtop. 
8. To smooth out the two colors on the bridge of the nose, use 

black to cut into the snout. 
9. Using a detail brush, apply Sky Blue to the left eye, and Naples 

Yellow mixed with Raw Sienna to the right eye. 
10. While eyes are still wet, add in a little bit of Mars Black to 

create shadows. 
11. Do the same for the right eye except use Raw Sienna 

instead of Mars Black. 
12. Use Mars Black to fill in both pupils. 

 
Section Notes: Painting the shortest hairs will take practice. You can either 
use a very, thin detail brush or the edge of a small flat brush. Both ways, 
it will take a bit of practice and patience, overtime this will get easier! 
 
Section #4: Paint fur highlights using light grey and blue. Fill out nose and 
mouth. 

 
1. Create a very light grey using Titanium White and Mars Black. 
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2. Frame the snout with this grey, making 
sure to leave the bottom dark grey. 

3. Mix dark grey to paint the first layer of the 
nose. 

4. Watch the pattern I follow in applying the shortest hairs on the 
top of the snout. 

5. Mix dark grey to paint the nose and lips. 
6. Mix more light grey to create thicker and more defined 

eyebrows. 
7. Use Titanium White to create thin, precise highlights overtop 

the eyebrows and below eyes. 
8. Artist Tip: When painting fur highlights, don’t worry if you end 

up adding more hair. 
9. Use Sky Blue to add hair to the upper and lower left, and 

lower right of face. 
 

Section Notes: Don’t worry about getting the color ratios perfect. The more 
variety in color the better! If we were painting a realistic wolf that would be 
different.  
 
Section #5: Add detail to the nose, eyes, mouth, and forehead. 

 
1. Use plain Mars Black to create two symmetrical, ovals at the 

bottom of the nose. 
2. Followed by one line to create the thin slit in the center of the 

nose. 
3. Mix Sky Blue, Mars Black, and Titanium White for the medium 

tone on the top of the nose. 
4. Create a light grey to add a highlight line to the lower lip and 

chin. 
5. Go back with black again to tidy up anything like the 

eyes/hair/etc. 
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6. Combine Burnt Sienna and Mars Black to 
place inside both ears. Watch me 
demonstrate. 

7. Create another light grey to be the 
highlights for the long hairs inside both ears. 

 
Section Notes: Be sure to keep hairs shorter towards the front of the face, 
and longer around the neck, ears, and forehead. 
 
Section #6: Create stars and shooting stars. Apply light reflections in both 
eyes. 

 
1. Using the end of a very thin, detail brush, dab small dots of 

white in clusters all around the open black areas. 
2. Artist Tip: Stars are sporadic, different sizes, very bright, and 

clustered together. 
3. Use only the tip of the brush to create tiny stars. 
4. Artist Tip: To create a shooting star, place your brush on the 

canvas where you would like the star, then lightly drag brush to 
one side while lifting up. 

5. Add 2-3 tiny dots on both eyes to create the light reflection. 
 
Section Notes: Keep thin, detail brush clean and dry when painting dots. 
 
Section #7: Apply final highlights to nose and snout. Add whiskers to snout. 

 
1. Add dabs of straight Sky Blue to the top of the nose. 
2. Add two thin lines of blue on the bottom of each nostril. Watch 

my placement. 
3. Add grey to your blue and place in the mid center of nose. 
4. Add straight Portrait Pink to the right side of the snout. 
5. Optional: Add Cadmium Red Hue to give more reddish tint. 
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6. Artist Tip: To make whiskers, start about 
0.5-1 inch from lower snout, and slowly 
draw brush up and in. 

7. Don’t stop at the edge of snout, bring in 
whisker about 1-cm from lip. 

8. Add a few whiskers to the side of the snout. 
 
Section Notes: You’re almost done! Don’t give up now. 
 
Section #8: Touch up phase. 

 
1. Repeat any of the previous steps where needed. 
2. Use Mars Black to re-due or touch up anything that needs 

fixing. 
3. Don’t forget to sign your beautiful masterpiece! 

 

Need Help? 
 
If you would like feedback, advice, and/or would like to share your work 
with me, go right ahead! My email is linked below. 
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How to Paint an  

Abstract Wolf 
 
Materials List: Reference materials list  
provided in tutorial library. 
 

A. Acrylic Paint 
a. Portrait Pink 
b. Mars Black 
c. Sky Blue 
d. Titanium White 
e. Burnt Sienna 
f. Raw Sienna 
g. Cadmium Red Hue (Optional) 
h. Naples Yellow 

 
B. Paint Brushes 

a. Medium or small round brush - primary 
b. Small detail round brush - eyes and nose 

 
C. Canvas 

a. Dimensions: 8” x 10” inch canvas or mixed media paper. 
 

D. Paint Pallet (choose one of the following) 
a. Glass paint pallette 
b. Plastic container 
c. Egg carton 

 
E. Other Supplies 

a. Paper towel or old cloth 
b. Glass cup for water 
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