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How to Paint an  

Abstract Elephant 

 
Type: Time-Lapse 
Time: 30-Min 
Medium: Acrylic 
 
 
Section #1: Pause and play when needed to not miss a step. Roughly 
sketch elephant in paint or graphite pencil using reference photo provided 
on the tutorial library page. 

 
1. Use paint or pencil to draw, whichever you are more 

comfortable with. 
2. For abstract paintings you don’t have to make the sketch 

perfect, just try your best. 
 

Section Notes: Although good art is never perfect, don’t rush the sketch. It 
will make for a great painting when you have a great sketch. 
 
Section #2: Lay down underpainting. Create elephants skin indents. Apply 
drip technique. 
 

1. Mix Sky Blue with Titanium White to create first color. 
2. Loosely and randomly paint light blue mixture on parts of the 

trunk. 
3. Mix Vermillion Orange with Cadmium Yellow Hue. Loosely and 

randomly apply to parts of the trunk and ear. 
4. Mix Cadmium Yellow Hue and Cadmium Yellow Deep Hue. 

Loosely and randomly apply color around eye, forehead, and 
ear. 
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5. Mix Titanium White and Mars Black to 
create a light grey. Apply loosely to the 
tusk, the skin above the tusk, on the ear, 
and forehead. 

6. Mix Titanium White and Mars Black to create a dark grey. Use 
dark grey mixture to create horizontal lines equidistant from 
one another, starting from eye level down to the bottom of the 
trunk. 

7. Drip Technique: Using the same dark grey, generously apply 
water to your paint and brush. Allow watery paint to drip off 
brush by placing drips where you want them on the edge of the 
ear. Add more water to drips if drips stop half way down 
canvas. 

 
Section Notes: Let gravity do the trick for the drip technique. Place drips 
primarily around the bottom of the ear. 
 
Section #3: Painting vertical crevices on the elephant's trunk. Adding 
second layer between skin crevices. 

 
1. Add small, short, vertical indents spaced evenly apart over the 

horizontal lines.  
2. Place vertical indents in random clusters. 
3. To create thickness, add the same light grey mixture (Titanium 

White with Mars Black) used in section #1. Place within the 
boxes we created with the horizontal and vertical skin indents. 

4. Repeat step #3, but instead using Sky Blue mixed with Titanium 
White. 

 
Section Notes: Add color and thickness to all small boxes. Wash brush out 
often to prevent brush from getting to thick and tacky. 
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Section #4: Add more layers of yellow to face and 
ears. Paint highlights on tusk using Dry Brush 
Technique. 

 
1. Touch up and add yellow to ears and trunk - Cadmium Yellow 

Hue with Cadmium Yellow Deep Hue. 
2. Touch up and add yellow to forehead - Cadmium Yellow Hue 

with Titanium White. 
3. Dry Brush Technique: Using a dry brush, add a little Titanium 

White to the tusk. Keep applying without using water and only 
add a small amount of paint to canvas. 

 
Section Notes: Once done applying the dry brush technique, thoroughly 
wash out your brush. 
 
Section #5: Touch up and add layers of light and dark tones. Begin adding 
monarch butterfly markings. 
 

1. Mix up a light grey (Titanium White with Mars Black) and add 
overtop a few dark indents. 

2. Create dark grey to add more shadows to ears, trunk, and 
forehead. 

3. Using these two grey mixtures, dark and light, apply square 
shaped monarch butterfly markings to top of ear and forehead. 
 

Section Notes: Make sure you watch my paint placement. 
 
Section #6: Create final monarch butterfly markings using different colors. 
 

1. To make markings stand out more, add Cadmium Yellow Hue 
mixed with Cadmium Yellow Deep Hue. 

2. Add same square shaped monarch markings to forehead, 
overtop the dark grey areas. 

www.laurenelizabethfineart.com | rose@laurenelizabethfineart.com 

http://www.laurenelizabethfineart.com/
mailto:rose@laurenelizabethfineart.com


Mixed Media Wildlife | Class Notes & Materials 

3. Apply straight Gold paint to side of tusk. 
Paint on side furthest from trunk. 

4. Using the side of your flat brush, paint 
thin, long eyelashes at the end of the 
eyelid. 

 
Section Notes: Paint eyelashes long and pointed outward. 
 
Section #7: Paint background with gold paint. 
 

1. Without covering paint drips, apply 2 coats of gold paint. 
2. Leave gaps of white between drips. 
3. Leave gaps of white in the upper right hand corner. 

 
Section Notes: Let paint dry between coats. Add texture by painting with 
less water. 
 
 

Congratulations! You are FINISHED. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Need Help? 
 
If you would like feedback, advice, and/or would like to share your work 
with me, go right ahead! My email is linked below. 
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How to Paint an  

Abstract Elephant 

 
Materials List:  
 

A. Acrylic Paint 
a. Mars Black 
b. Titanium White 
c. Portrait Pink 
d. Vermillion Orange 
e. Cadmium Yellow Deep Hue 
f. Cadmium Yellow Hue 
g. Bright Gold 

 
B. Paint Brushes 

a. Large flat brush - background 
b. Medium flat brush - primary 
c. Small detail round brush - monarch markings 

 
C. Canvas 

a. Dimensions: 16” x 20” cotton canvas 
 

D. Water 
a. Plastic cup or glass jar of water 

 
E. Paint Pallet 

a. Glass paint pallette 
 

F. Paint Cloth 
a. Paper towel or old cloth 
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