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How to Paint a Zebra 

 
Type: Real-Time 
Time: 1-Hour 
Medium: Watercolor 
Level: Beginner 
 
Canvas Prep: 
 

1. Tape down watercolor paper with painters tape. 
2. Lightly sketch Zebra using the traceable print out and charcoal 

transfer paper. 
 
Section #1: Laying down first lightest layer on body and face. 

 
1. Choose 3-5 colors to wash over body and face. 
2. Drop water in those colors on your paint pallet. 
3. Wash out your brush and add clean water to body and face. 
4. Add your first color spontaneously to Zebra. 
5. Wash out your brush before adding second color. 
6. Apply third color with a clean, wet brush. 
7. The colors I used are as follows: 1-Cobalt Blue, 2-Violet, 3- 

Cadmium Orange, 4-New Gamboge 5-Cobalt Blue. 
 

Section Notes: Make sure you securely and tightly tape down watercolor 
paper before painting. Keep colors very wet in this section. 
 
Section #2: Painting first layer of stripes, nose, and eyes. 
 

1. Wet brush and add water to Mars Black. 
2. Follow my placement adding black to stripes. 
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3. Artist Tip: When using watercolor, use 
your brush to push paint around in the 
water for the first layer/s. Then add detail 
with less water and more color for the top 
layers. 

4. Use a hairdryer to prevent paint bleeding into one another. 
5. Paint darkest part of nostril as I demonstrate.  
6. Leave eye highlight white as you paint the eye black. 
7. If your paint bleeds into dried paint, it’s because too much water 

was added. 
8. Artist Tip: To fix paint bleeding, grab a dry brush and soak up 

the color while wiping it off onto a dry cloth. 
9. Keep repeating until paint is separated, then use a hairdryer to 

dry completely. 
10. As you paint the snout, leave a white rim around nostril for 

now. 
 
Section #3: Apply layers of black to stripes with less water. 

 
1. Determine the light source in the reference photo. 
2. The light source is coming from front and center. 
3. Which means the darkest areas will be the back, lower jaw, 

lower lip, and always the nostrils and inside the ears. 
4. Using the tip of your brush, you can start adding hair to the 

back neck. 
5. Add hair to the forehead using the same technique. 
6. Outline the outside of the ears, then create strokes of hair from 

the outside, in. 
 

Section Notes: Make sure you only use watercolor brushes for watercolor 
paintings! Acrylic paint will alter the brush and could mix with watercolor 
paint. 
 

www.laurenelizabethfineart.com | rose@laurenelizabethfineart.com 

http://www.laurenelizabethfineart.com/
mailto:rose@laurenelizabethfineart.com


Mixed Media Wildlife | Class Notes & Materials 

Section #4: Progressively add more layers of black 
onto dry layers. 

 
1. Use a hairdryer to dry paint in between 

layers. Then add next darker coat of black. 
2. Artist Tip: Learning how to use Watercolor is all about learning 

how much or little water to use. Once you master that, you can 
paint anything in watercolor! 

3. When painting another layer of black on the eye, leave another 
layer like I demonstrated.  

4. If you add to much black, just add water directly to paper. 
5. The areas most exposed to light includes the forehead, cheek, 

and ears. 
 

Section Notes: Be patient with layering black. Watercolor takes a lot of 
patience and practice! 
 
Section #5: Adding splashes of your favorite colors. 

 
1. With a clean brush, add water again to the colors you would like 

to add for the splash effect.  
2. Splash Technique: Add lots of water to your first color, then 

allow drips to land on paper by tapping your brush on the side 
of your hand. Add more water to create more drips. 

 
Section Notes: Add as little or as many drips as you see fit. 
 

Need Help? 
 
If you would like feedback, advice, and/or would like to share your work 
with me, go right ahead! My email is linked below. 
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How to Paint a Zebra 
 
Materials List: Reference materials list provided in 
tutorial library. 
 

A. Watercolor Paint 
a. Mars Black 
b. Cobalt Blue 
c. Cadmium Orange 
d. Violet 
e. New Gamboge 

 
B. Paint Brushes 

a. Medium or small round brush - primary 
b. Small detail round brush - eyes and nose 

 
C. Canvas 

a. Dimensions: 8” x 10” inch watercolor paper 
 

D. Water 
a. Plastic cup or glass jar of water 

 
E. Paint Pallet 

a. Glass paint pallette 
b. Metal bowl 

 
F. Other Materials 

a. Paper towel or old cloth 
b. Painters Tape 
c. Cardboard 

www.laurenelizabethfineart.com | rose@laurenelizabethfineart.com 

http://www.laurenelizabethfineart.com/
mailto:rose@laurenelizabethfineart.com

