
Paint Your Pet | Class Notes & Materials 

How to Paint a Dog Nose 

 
Type: Real-Time 
Time: 10-Minutes 
Medium: Acrylic 
Level: Beginner 
 
Canvas Prep: 
 

1. Paint the nose first or last. That is entirely up to the artist. 
2. Sketch the nose/face in graphite pencil using reference photo. 

 
Nose Anatomy: Become familiar with the basic parts of a dogs nose. Alar 
fold, external nares, philtrum, and nose pad. 
 
Section #1: Outline the inner and outer parts of the nose. 

 
1. First, using black, dark grey, or dark brown (look at your 

reference photo for the best dark tone) outline the inner and 
outer parts of the nose. 

2. Artist Tip: For dogs with all black noses, use black for the 
outline, then use dark grey or dark brown to paint in the first 
layer of the inside of the nose. 

3. The nose will create a small shadow under the nose, on the 
upper lip. 
 

Section Notes: Don’t fill in the inside of the nose just yet. Focus on just 
outline the different parts. 
 
Section #2: Paint the inside of the nose using your dark, medium, and light 
tones. 
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1. The first layer should be your darkest 
layer of the inside of the nose. 

2. The first layer should be lighter than the 
outline, but darker than your medium 
tones and highlights. 

3. The parts of the nose getting the most light exposure will 
depend on the light source of your reference photo. 

4. The parts of the nose often getting the most light (not always 
but often) includes the very top of the nose, the nose pad, and 
parts of the skin sticking out - often around the Alar pads and 
around the Philtrum. 

5. Add highlights by mixing in Titanium White with a bit of grey, 
brown, or even pink if your dog has a very pink nose. 

6. Move to the snout once the nose is complete. 
7. Continue watching to observe how I painted the snout. 

 
Section Notes: If you cannot see these details in your reference photo, it 
probably means you need to get a brighter, more crisp image. I use a 
minimum of three photos to paint one dog. 
 
 

Need Help? 
 
If you would like feedback, advice, and/or would like to share your work 
with me, go right ahead! My email is linked below. 
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How to Paint a Dog Nose 
 
Materials List: Materials will vary depending on color 
and breed of dog. 
 

A. Acrylic Paint 
 

B. Paint Brushes 
a. Micro round detail brush 
b. Small detail brush 
c. Small flat brush (optional) 

 
C. Canvas 

 
D. Water 

a. Plastic cup or glass jar of water 
 

E. Paint Pallet 
a. Glass paint pallette 
b. Metal bowl 
c. Paper plate 

 
F. Other Materials 

a. Paper towel or old cloth 
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