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How to Paint Your  

Dog | Basics 

 
Type: Real-Time 
Time: 30-Min 
Medium: Acrylic 
 
 
Section #1: Sketch dog in graphite pencil using multiple reference photos. 

 
1. Use a softer pencil like a 4H pencil; with an eraser and 

sharpener handy. 
2. Use any size canvas you want; these steps will still apply. 
3. Sketch as much detail as you can. The more detail added to the 

sketch, the less guessing while painting. 
4. Long Haired Dogs: Draw individual hairs in fur coat. 
5. Short Haired Dogs: Draw figure then paint in fur. 
6. Minimum of 3-reference photos. 
7. Reference photos should be good quality, clear, and bright. 
8. Focus more on shape placement and proportions when 

drawing, and less on making things look perfect. 
 

Section Notes: Once sketch is complete, use eraser lighten drawing and 
get rid of any lines you don’t want. 
 
Section #2: Determine your darkest tones using your reference photo/s. 
 

1. Take some time to pinpoint the darkest areas.  
2. Make a list of colors if need be. 
3. Don’t be surprised to have multiple dark colors. 
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Section Notes: Having several reference photos 
makes it easier to spot the dark, medium, and light 
tones in your dog. 
 
Section #3: Mix and apply the darkest tones to the dogs face and body. 

 
1. Determine the light source in your photo/s. 
2. The darkest tones will always be applied to areas exposed to 

the least amount of light.  
3. Place vertical indents in random clusters. 
4. Short Haired Dogs: Paint in and layer. 
5. Long Haired Dogs: Outline hairs with dark tones, then layer. 
6. Paint around eyes and nose in this step. 
7. Apply base coat with medium or small flat brush. 
8. Don’t forget to paint the sides of your canvas. 

 
Section Notes: As we lay down the medium and light tones next, it will 
become a little easier to spot exactly where to place the dark tones. It’s not 
unusual to go back and forth painting between dark and light tones. 
 
Section #4: Mix and layer medium tones over dark tones. 

 
1. Medium Tones: The in-between colors. Not the darkest, but 

not the lightest of colors.  
2. Just like dark and light tones, it’s normal to have multiple dark 

and light medium tones. 
3. Have a spray bottle and saran wrap handy to prevent your 

paint from drying. 
4. Acrylic paint is forgiving. If you make a mistake, let it dry, and 

then paint right over it. 
5. Layer medium tones without covering up all of dark base 

coat. 

www.laurenelizabethfineart.com | rose@laurenelizabethfineart.com 

http://www.laurenelizabethfineart.com/
mailto:rose@laurenelizabethfineart.com


Paint Your Pet | Class Notes & Materials 

Section Notes: The best way to learn is from your 
mistakes. Acrylic paint is especially great for mistake 
making! 
 
Section #5: Paint eyes, nose, and collar. 

 
1. Factors that affect the appearance of the eyes and nose: 

Angle of photo, distance from dog, dog breed, objects covering 
dog, and lighting. 

2. Make sure you aren’t adding nostrils when your photo doesn’t 
show the dogs nostrils. And make sure you add both eyes if 
your photo shows both eyes. 

3. Apply Burnt Umber or Mars Black to create small pupils using 
your detail brush. 

4. Paint in eye lids around the eye if visible in your photo. 
 
Section Notes: Only go by what the reference photo is telling you. Don’t 
add or subtract anything. 
 
Section #6: Paint the background. 
 

1. Long Haired Dogs: Paint background first. 
2. Short Haired Dogs: Paint background at any time. 
3. Light Haired Dogs: Choose a dark colored background. 
4. Dark Haired Dogs: Choose a light colored background. 

 
Section Notes: Once again, don’t forget to paint the sides. That way you 
won’t have to go back and match the same color. 
 
Section #7: Apply dog markings if necessary. Add shadows. 
 

1. Dog Breeds with Markings: Dalmatians, Australian Shepards, 
Australian Cattle Dogs, Cocker Spaniels, Huskies. 
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2. Common Shaded Areas: Around collar, 
under ears, lower lip, sides of limbs, lower 
chest. 

 
Section Notes: Paint eyelashes long and pointed outward. 
 
Section #8: Mix and layer light tones and highlights. 
 

1. Lighter Tones: parts of the dog exposed to the most amount of 
light. 

2. Common Light Areas: Top of head, sides of face, top of nose, 
top of ears, back. 

3. Blend lighter tones with medium tones to create softer, more 
realistic look. 
 

Section Notes: If your painting is of a short haired dog, now is the time to 
paint in any visible hair. The dog model in this tutorial has no visible fur due 
to the distance the camera is from the dog. 
 
Section #9: Add final touches. 
 

1. Repeat all the previous steps like touching up dark tones, 
adding in light and medium tones, etc. 

2. Abstract Style: If you like the abstract look, explore different 
dark, medium, and light tones on your painting. As long as you 
stay true to the value, this will give the painting character! 

3. Add one small dot to both eyes using Titanium White to 
capture the light reflection.  

 
Section Notes: If you accidentally drip watery paint on your canvas, take a 
dry brush and soak up the paint. Keep drying brush until all paint is 
removed. 
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Need Help? 
 
If you would like feedback, advice, and/or would like 
to share your work with me, go right ahead! My email 
is linked below. 
 
Materials List: 
 

A. Acrylic Paint 
a. Mars Black 
b. Titanium White 
c. Portrait Pink 
d. Burnt Umber 
e. Raw Sienna 
f. Raw Umber 

 
B. Paint Brushes 

a. Medium flat brush - background 
b. Medium round brush - primary 
c. Small detail round brush - eyes and nose 

 
C. Canvas 

a. Dimensions: 6”x 6” inch cotton canvas 
 

D. Water 
a. Plastic cup or glass jar of water 

 
E. Paint Pallet 

a. Glass paint pallette 
 

F. Paint Cloth 
a. Paper towel or old cloth 
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