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How to Paint  

Morning Songbirds 

Joy Comes in the Morning 
 
Type: Real-Time 
Time: 30-Min 
Medium: Watercolor and Colored Pencil 
 

 
Section #1: Tape down mixed media paper onto a piece of cardboard. 
Sketch songbirds using graphite pencil. 

 
1. Using a ruler, create two straight, horizontal lines about 1 

inch lower than the center of the paper. Use a soft, 4H pencil 
with an eraser and pencil sharpener handy. 

2. Start the first songbird by drawing an oval that comes to a point 
at the bottom. 

3. Add a small circle on the top of the oval to represent the head. 
4. Draw a half oval on the left side of the songbird. 
5. On the right side of the small circle, create a small, curved 

beak. 
6. Add one small circle to the left of the eye. 
7. Draw two clusters of thin, clenched toes overtop the branch. 
8. Repeat steps 2-7 six times for all six songbirds. 
9. Add multiple layers to the tails of each bird. 
10. For birds looking forward, add wings to both sides of oval 

along with a beak pointed straight and two eyes. 
 

Section Notes: Don’t press hard when sketching. Draw the birds facing 
different directions, spaced about ¼ inch apart. Reference photo provided 
on the tutorial library page. 
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Section #2: Lay down a light base coat in 
watercolor. Exploring color combinations. 
 

1. Complementary Colors: When placed next to each other, they 
create the strongest contrast for those two colors. Known as 
“opposite colors.” 

2. Complementary Colors are red and green, blue and orange, 
purple and yellow. 

3. For the first layer, apply water generously. 
4. Cover all six birds with your choice of colors. Try to use the 

complementary colors together. 
5. To prevent color bleeding, either use a dry brush to soak up 

color or keep colors completely separate. 
6. Use a small canvas or square of mixed media paper to test 

colors. 
7. Use a detail brush to get in between the toes, eyes, and beak. 

 
Section Notes: Allow this painting to relax and inspire you. Explore shapes, 
colors, lines, and patterns. Don’t limit yourself and have fun! 
 
Section #3: Paint the base coat of the branch and beak. 

 
1. Space out your painting by letting some areas dry while 

working on other areas. 
2. Use a small detail brush to paint around toes. Try your best 

not to leave any white gaps. 
 
Section Notes: Leave the eyes white for now. The eyes will be colored in 
with colored pencil later. 
 
Section #4: Build up layers of color on each bird. 
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1. Apply the same colors as before, 
but this time use less water to 
create medium tones. 

2. Layer medium to dark tones by 
manipulating the amount of water on your brush. 

3. Darkest areas are exposed to the least amount of light. 
4. Common Dark Areas: Below the belly, below the beak, below 

the branch, bottom of tail, bottom of wing, and where birds are 
touching. 

 
Section Notes: Do any touch ups necessary before moving onto our 
colored pencils. 
 

A. Section #5: Use Prisma colored pencils to add contrast and detail. 
 

1. Outline toes with your brown colored pencil. 
2. Fill in eyes with black colored pencil while leaving small white 

space open to represent highlight. 
3. Outline all six beaks with black colored pencil. 
4. Use your colored pencils to create unique markings on birds. 

Press hard over watercolor. 
 

Section Notes: It’s recommended to use similar colors for the markings. 
Keep blue birds blue and green birds with green markings. 
 

Congratulations! You are FINISHED. 
 

Need Help? 
 
If you would like feedback, advice, and/or would like to share your work 
with me, go right ahead! My email is linked below. 
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How to Paint  

Morning Songbirds 

 
Materials List: 
 

A. Master’s Touch Watercolor Paint Set - 36 count 
 

B. Prisma Colored Pencils 
 

C. Paint Brushes 
a. Medium flat brush 
b. Small detail round brush 

 
D. Canvas 

a. Dimensions: 11” x 14” mixed media paper. 
 

E. Water 
a. Plastic cup or glass jar of water 

 
F. Paint Pallet 

a. Paper plate, glass, or plastic paint pallet 
 

G. Paint Cloth 
a. Paper towel or old cloth 

 
H. Pencil Supplies 

a. 4H pencil 
b. Eraser 
c. Sharpener 
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